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and preservation of the history of the town of Brielle, NJ, (originally named,
“Union Landing”).
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Thomas was not treated

kindly by the Manasquan
children who used to throw
stones and eggs at him if
they saw him on the street.
Incensed, Captain Bailey
used his influence to see
that a law was passed that
prohibited this ill treatment
and also-rallowed Thomas to
attend school. Thomas was
allowed to be in the school,
but was not allowed to par—
ticipate in any of the class-
es. Instead, he had to work,
washing the blackboards,
getting water, sweeping the
fAoors, etc. It was Ms. Bailey
who taught him to write his
name, and this was all the
formal education that he re-
ceived.

Although in his youth he
was ill-treated and denied an
education, in time, Thomas
IL.aws became a respect-
ed landowner who owned
property in both Brielle and
Manasquan. He continued
to work for the Bailey fam-
ily until Captain Bailey died.
By this time, he had married
and had two sons, both of
whom were well educated.
He then became a landscape
gardener who, as Ms. Moon
puts it, “left a legacy of
beautifully sculpted hedges
that became a tradition that
carries on to this day.”

JASPER MORGAN

 Jackie Morgan Stackhouse
traces her family’s presence
in Manasguan and Brielle to
her great-grandfather, Jas-
per Morgan, who was born
in 1870 in Rice, Virginia, to
Robert and Indiana Morgan.
Like many other migrants
who lived near the coast,
Jasper made his way north
by ship. He first went to
Boston and later traveled
to Plainfield, New Jersey,
where he met his soon-to-
be wife, Mattie Harvey, who
was also from Rice, Virginia.
It is not entirely clear how
Jasper and Mattie ended up
in uan and Brielle.

It may have been by word
of mouth that they learned
about the area. As she ex-
plains, there were a lot of
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Morgaﬁ Parkway is named.

African Americans who
would come north to work
for relatively short periods
of time and then go back to
their hbomes in the south. No
doubt, these migrants ex-
changed stories about the
pros and cons of the areas
where they had worked.
Jasper Morgan is known
as being Brielle’s first black
entrepreneur. According
to Ms. Moon’s account, at
the age of 23 Jasper came
to Manasquan to work as a
coachman for Mr. Van Note
who owned a funeral home.
He later worked with the
Hardy Poland Company
house movers. In 1900, he
married Mattie, and they
had five children — Edward,
William, Mable, Jasper Jr.
and Magnolia.
Jasper Sr. was a man of
high energy and many skills.

In 1905, he started his own
business hauling and carting
sand off the local beaches.
He prospered and eventually
owned three teams of hors-
es, and later had a “fleet” of
horses that offered the “taxi
service” of the times. He op-
erated a large stable in what
is now the military base in
Sea Girt.

Before coming to New
Jersey, Jasper had worked
on his father’s farm and he
knew how to make a farm
profitable. He and Mat-
tie planted vegetables and
raised hogs. Mattie canned
some of the vegetables and
sold the rest. As their farm
grew larger, Jasper recruited
helpers from his family and
other young men they knew
in Virginia. Because he knew
a lot about masonry, carpen-
try and construction, and

!
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also had a crew that could
handle large jobs, Jasper’s
assistance was always in de-
mand. Among other things,
his workers seeded lawns,
picked up garbage, built
homes and other buildings
and graded the first streets
in Brielle. Jasper Jr. followed
in his father’s footsteps and
became a skilled mason.

As Jackie explains, travel-
ing in the time of the Great
Migration, when many Af-
rican Americans were mov-
ing north in search of bet-
ter opportunities, was not
easy. Often the travelers
had no place to stay and lit-
tle to eat. Word was passed
along that one could always
get something to eat at the
Morgan family. Sometimes
the travelers would stay and
work for a while before they
moved on. Others decided

B A

to stay in the area, and the
Morgan family would help
them settle down and make
a new life for themselves.
In time, all of them owned
their own homes, and they
came together to help each
other build those homes. As
can be seen in the composi-
tion of the African American
community that evolved,
many of the newcomers
came from Virginia.

In time, there was a sub-
stantial African American
community. Jackie tells of
how, little by little, the area
that tended to be marshy
was gradually filled in by
African American workers.
These workers also excavat-
ed for building streets and
homes and built many of
the buildings — and what a
lovely town they built.

Morgan Parkway was so
named to acknowledge all
that Jasper and his workers
did to create streets in Bri-
elle. Many of the buildings
and homes built in that still
survive. There was plenty
of work for the women as
well — as cooks, housekeep-
ers, seamstresses, laundress-
es, caregivers, caterers and
more.

MORE LEADERS EMERGE

As African Americans in
Brielle began to prosper,
they earned the respect of
their fellow citizens, and
some of them became ac-
tively involved in the com-
munity. To cite just a few,
Maude Goode Moon, born
in Luray, Virginia, in 1887,
worked for a doctor in Lu-
ray for many years before
moving to Brielle in 1924.
The mother of 16 children,
she became the town’s first
black midwife.

Corbett Harvey, born in
1806 in Rice, Virginia, was
brought to Manasquan by
his brother, Frank Harvey
Sr., in 1913. Corbett first
worked with the Van Sickle
Company where he learned
masonry. He worked with
the Van Sickle Company
bu.ilding roads, buildings,
bridges and highways until

1941 when he went into busi-
ness for himself as a con-
tractor.

Leroy Mack, a skilled car-
penter who went into busi-
ness for himself after World
War 1I, became the first
black member of the Bri-
elle Board of Education. He
served on the board from
1950 to 1964. He also served
as president of the Brielle
Men’s Club and on the Com-
munity Development Block
Grant Committee.

Alfred Oscar Kenney was
Brielle’s first black police
chief. He graduated from
Manasguan High School in
1954 and then served in the
Air Force until 19062 when
he returned to Brielle and
served on the police force
until his retirement in 1980.

When I asked Jackie about
how she remembers the
school system, she spoke
of having fond memories of
going to school in Brielle
and how the teachers en-
couraged students to seek
further education. Certain-
ly, Mr. Mack’s involvement
in the Brielle Board of Edu-
cation speaks to his having
an influence in encourag-
ing black youth to continue
their education after gradu-
ation. Some graduates chose
the military as a way of pur-
suing leadership and other
training — and Mr. Kenney
is certainly an example of
someone who made the
most of the educational op-
portunities he had.

Jackie has many fond
memories of growing up in
Brielle and hearing the sto-
ries told by her elders. Like
all kids, her parents loved
snow days when there was
no school. They used to at-
tach their sleds to the back
of a bus and ride into town.
She said when her parents
became seriously interested
in each other, her grandpar-
ents allowed them to sit to-
gether on the front porch af-
ter church. She remembers
the black community having

SEE COMMUNITY PAGE 13
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; _‘gusted. she said

using my brothers, the late Acie
Harvey, Frank Harvey and my
sons Waillie and Eddie, the late

AMrs. Gertrude L.oan and John
o |Jackson.”
‘s| She laughed out loud as <he

related one incident from one of
“Yher plays. ‘I can remember
one of them very we'l. Gertrude
IL.oan was one of the charactcrs
and as she came onstajye with a
suitcase she said, ‘Here I come
bag and baggage’ and then she
fell down on the stage. The aud-
jence laughed and the play was
a roaring success.”

Almost Gave Up

Mrs. Morgan says they work
ed very hard. She remempers
one night coming up the hill to
home, feeling very tired and dis

MRS.
ment of meditation each

to her husband,
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her favorite Bible verse, . Psalm

o-  ‘“Wait on the Lord, be of gooa courage,
2 ~ and He shall

day to_ s strengthen thine heart.
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The club was incorporated and a
lot was purchased to erect a rec
reational building.

Not content to rest on her laur
els, she organized and served as
president for many years, the
Union Missionary Services con-
sisting of six churches: Shiloh
Baptist. First Baptist of Belmar;
Mt Carmel, ~Neptune; Ebenzer
Baptist, Point Pleasant; Bay
Head Tabermace and Umnion
Baptist, West Grove,

She joined the Evangelistic
Conference Branch 5 and served
as vice president. Mrs. MoOrgan
was then elected a member of
the State Board of the New Jer-
say Baptist State Convention.

In 1950 she and Mr. Morgan
celebrated their 50th wedding an-
niversary. -

See CHURCH Page Three




Contributions of the black comimunity i

BY MARY JANE BARRETTA, PH.D.
UNION LANDING HISTORICAL SOCIETY

As a “transplant” to Brielle
from Northwestern Pennsyl-
vania, I had often wondered
about the people who settled
in this area. What was it that
brought them here even be-
fore Brielle was incorporat-
ed in 1919? I was especially
curious about how A frican
Americans settled here. My
own hometown was a known
Stop on the Underground
Railroad and, over time, a
sizeable number of African
Americans settled there.
I wondered whether the
pPeople here helped African
Americans in getting work
and in making Brielle their
hometown.

On a lovely April after-
noon in this centennial year,
Jackie Morgan Stackhouse,
the great-granddaughter of
Jasper Morgan and Mattie
Harvey Morgan, two of the
first African Americans to
settle here, explained the
when, how and why they
came to the area that became
Brielle, and the how and
what they contributed to its
development.

Let me preface what I
learned by a guick summary
of how Union Landing be-
came Brielle. From reading
about Brielle in the “ es
of America” series, I learned
that Union Landing was the
first name given to this part
of Monmouth County and
that it has had a maritime
history that goes back to well
before the American Revo-
lution. Located about a mile
from where the Manasquan
River opens into the Atlantic
Ocean, it was well suited as
a protected harbor for goods
coming from overseas mar-
kets.

Because of the brackish
water at the mouth of the riv-
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Jasper and Mattie Morgan celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary with family members.

er, very early on Union Land-
ing also became a source of
salt production. During the
Revolution, when the British
cut off our supplies of salt,
Union Landing was a major
source of salt that enabled
the colonists to preserve
food so that its army could
be fed. After the Revolution,
Union Landing became an
early American seaport that
was linked to overland trade
routes and, thus, played a key
role in maritime shipping.

The coming of the rail-
roads somewhat diminished
the importance of maritime
shipping, but it also marked
the beginning of tourism to
the area. In the late 1800s,
a group of investors from
New York and North Jersey
sSaw an opportunity to create
a development for tourists
in the Union Landing area.
They bought up land from
the several local farmers and
began to build and sell vaca-
tion homes.

At the time, there were
many windmills in the area.
These windmills were used
to pump fresh water from
underground aquifers. Be-
cause one of the developers
thought the area resembled
Brielle, Holland, the new de-
velopment was named “The
Brielle Land Association.”

Soon, visitors were drawn
to the beaches and to the op-
portunities for recreational
boating, sailing and fishing.
Hotels and resorts began to
spring up in the 1870s; and,
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at the time of its secession
from Wall Township in 1910,
it was already an established
tourist center. Before becom-
ing independent boroughs in
1919 and 1887, respectively,
both Brielle and Manasquan
were part of Wall Township.

THOMAS LAWS
Not long after the Civ-
il War and at the beginning
of the “Great Migration,”
African Americans from
the south began to explore
new opportunities that were
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n Brielle

opening in the north. One
of the first African Ameri-
cans to settle in Brielle was
Thomas Laws, who was born
in Gloucester County, Vir-
ginia, in 1867. He was the
youngest of 10 children, and
as a child he loved to play
near the docks so he could
watch the boatmen unload-
ing the ships. He started run-
ning errands for them, doing
odd jobs and generally mak-
ing himself useful.

Thomas was only 10 years
old when his mother died,
leaving his father to care for
the family. It was then that
he was befriended by one of
the boat captains, Captain
Osborn, whose friend and
neighbor was Captain Bai-
ley. Captain Osborn knew
that Captain Bailey’s moth-
er needed someone to help
bher around the house, so he
told the Bailey’s about young
Thomas. It was through
Captain Osborn’s first get-
ting consent from Thomas’
father to allow his son to
80 to New Jersey and then
actually bringing the boy
to Manasquan by an oyster
boat in 1877, that Thomas
Laws became one of the first
African Americans to settle
in Brielle.

According to Mamie
Hughes Moon, who authored
an article titled “The Con-
tribution of Blacks to the
Building of Brielle” as part of
Brielle’s soth anniversary of
its founding, young Thomas
did not have an easy time of
it. He was a great help to Ms.
B?iley, helping her by chop-
Plng wood, making fires,
bringing in water, cleaning
lamps and more. But Thom-
as desperately wanted to go
to school, and at that time,
black children were not al-
lowed to go to the school in
Manasquan.




Mr. Jasper Morgan, Brielle’s first African American entrepreneur










Shiloh Baptist Church,
Manasquan, New Jersey
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PERENNIAL CAGE CHAMPIONS—This Brielle
Elementary School basketball team won the
Monmouth County Athletic League basketball
championship for the fifth year in a row. The team
shared the honors with Sea Girt, posting a 15-1
season record. Its five-year record is 74-6. Leading
scorers were Lorenzo Morgan, Kenny Lorenzo and
Bucky Beatty. Leading rebounders were Anthony
Grier and Bucky Beatty. Team is: (left to right),
bottom row, Frank Petrulla, Richard Esdaile, Ernest

Hayward, Bruce Durham, Tony Fleming and Glenn
Arensdorph, manager. Middle row: Bucky Beatty,
Chris Hauge, Kenny Lorenzo, Dwayne Morgan and
Robert Matthews, manager. Top row: David
Richardson, Doug Morgan, Anthony Grier, Renard
Ferrari, coach, Lorenzo Morgan, Eric Lapham,
manager and Kevin Birch, manager. Keith Busby
and David Geiger were not present when picture
was taken. (Press Photo)




TBT - Brielle E.S. 1973

e Brislle Elemaniary School baskmiball team
on the Monmouth County Athletic League
wmipionship for the third straight yesr with o
&0 record. Team then finished fourth in the
askst Bow! Tournamen at Convention Hail, The
am averaged 40 points o game for secson to

-

COUNTY GRADE SCHOOL CHAMPIONS

its opponunty’ 30, with four players, Rick Mor.
gun, Danny Cack, Robert Venercble and Andy
Morgan all sdaring mers than 200 paints. Stand.
ing, left 1o right, are monagers, Jimmy Luns and
Chris Norman, Tyrcone Miichell, Neil MzCarthy,

Yy

ble, Rick Morgon, Robert Beaotty, Danny Ce
Skip Vought, and Coach Renard Ferrori. Kn
ing aore Joe Kenny, Frod Lee, Woyneo Bushy, A
Pinkman, James Kerr and Ray Margan,

Andy Mbtgan, Michael Morgan, Robert Vensro-
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Shiloh Baptist Church
Past and Present

Shilak
Baptist Chureh
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