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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

     

From a historical perspective, the last few years in Brielle have 

been very special. 

First, the borough celebrated its Centennial in 2019 with a gala 

celebration in Brielle Park. The Historical Society hosted a 

Centennial Exhibit in the Curtis House that highlighted the 

town’s rich history from the earliest days of New Jersey’s 

founding in 1664. Next, in 2020, the Folk Agency celebrated its 

100th anniversary of its founding by Howard N. Folk. Heidi 

Wittenberg currently keeps the flame burning for this 

important Brielle business. Finally, the Brielle Cyclery also 

celebrated its 50th anniversary in 2020. 

While on the topic of Centennials, the Manasquan River Yacht 

Club, the town’s oldest organization, celebrated its 100th 

anniversary in 1999, the Fire Department’s 100th was 2010 and 

the Police Department’s 100th was in 2019. 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

(Continued from Page 1) 

 

2022 decided that it’s not going to take a back seat to any year! 

In 2022, Brielle’s Library celebrated its Centennial in September and was the 

subject of the key article in the 2022 Fall edition of ULHS’s ‘Crier’. From its 

founding in Mary Strong’s home, Applewood, on Longstreet Avenue to its present 

location at the corner of South Street and Union Lane, our library has become the 

center of activities for our ‘Town by the River’. 

But 2022 has even more to come. 

In September 1922, Howard N. Folk and a group of local golf enthusiasts paid 

$1,000 as a deposit to buy the farm of the Charles Osborn family along the 

Manasquan River and rolling hills of Brielle to locate a new golf club. Their story 

is one of early challenges overcome through the strong stewardship and the spirit 

of its members to now become one of the Top 10 golf courses in the State of New 

Jersey. This issue of ‘The Crier” tells the Club’s Centennial story…..the history of 

the Manasquan River Golf Club. I hope you enjoy it. 

 

Jim Ham 

President, Union Landing Historical Society of Brielle 
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601 Union Lane  

Post Office Box 473 

Brielle, NJ 08730 

Phone: (978) 317-5252 

jgham111@gmail.com 

Union Landing 

Hist0rical 

Society OF 

Brielle 

 Officers  & Directors: 
 

 President: 
   Jim Ham 

 First Vice President: 
   Paul Harren 

 Second Vice President: 
   Virginia Loftin 

 Secretary: 
   Dan Turak 

 Treasurer: 
   Curtis J. Porcello Sr. 

 Directors: 
   MJ Barretta 
   Ann Scott 
   Bridgette Markuson 
   Jackie Morgan-Stackhous     
   Bob Kehoe 
   Cathy Cafone 
   Tracy Porcello 
 
 Editor of “The Crier”: 
   Jim Ham 
 

Brielle - Christmas, December 24, 1907 
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Union Landing Historical Society  

of Brielle 

 

2022 

Fall Review   
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Brielle Day 2022 

Getting Ready 
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Brielle Day 2022 

Manasquan High School’s Key Club Volunteers Help Out 
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Brielle Day 2022 

Crane House Pumpkin Bread Prepared by our beloved Ann Scott 

100 hand baked loafs! 
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Brielle Day 2022 

Mayor Nicol & Chief Olsen Stop By the ULHS Stand 
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Brielle Day 2022 

Brielle Library’s Centennial & The “Big Fish” Exhibits 
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Brielle Day 2022 

Steady Traffic at ULHS’s Two Exhibits 
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Brielle Day 2022 

Brielle Day Hill & Dale 10K Challenge 
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Special Research Project: 

 

History of The Manasquan River Golf Club: 1922—2022 

 

Jim Ham—Borough Historian 

I would like to acknowledge the tremendous assistance of  The Club in writ-

ing this history. Club COO Mike Zusack graciously allowed the Historical 

Society complete access to the Club’s archives. Dara Brown, Jessica Mascali 

and Alexis McCarthy were of tremendous help in providing easy access to 

the Club’s archives, answering questions and helping out at every turn. Fi-

nally, I would like to acknowledge Chris Farley’s November, 1989 Chronicle 

of MRGC’s History as a tremendous source of materials for this history. 
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CHARLES OSBORN FARM: 

THE BIRTHPLACE OF  THE  MANASQUAN RIVER GOLF CLUB 

 

The birthplace of the Club is the former farm of one of the earliest settlers in 

Brielle—the Osborn family. 

Samuel Osborn emigrated from England in the early 1700’s; first settling in Long 

Island and then moved to what is now Brielle. He owned large tracts of land on 

both sides of the Manasquan River; one tract was a large farm located along the 

northern shore of the Manasquan River. The farm stretched on the west from 

current day Wall (west of the Rt.70 bridge) to its eastern terminus around the 

location of the Club’s eighteenth tee. Samuel’s farmhouse still exists as part of the 

restaurant, Harpoon Willys. 

Samuel’s son, Abraham Osborn served in the Revolutionary War. Around 1780, 

Abraham and his wife Elizabeth Allen built the brick house that is currently part 

of the Club. Abraham died in 1835 and was buried in a small graveyard that he 

established on his farm on Holly Hill Drive. Upon Abraham’s death, his will 

divided the farm among his sons. One of his sons, Col. James Osborn and his son 

Charles Osborn owned the portion of the farm that was to become the 

Manasquan River Golf Club. 

In the early 1920’s, the Charles Osborn farm was rented and farmed for two and 

a half years by Steve and Grace Matthews. Their children, Camilla (Milly) and 

Clifford, are shown in the pictures on the following page. These pictures were 

taken in March 1922, just before the Club purchased the farm in September 

1922. 

The History of The Manasquan River Golf Club 



 14 

 

CHARLES OSBORN FARM: MARCH 1922 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The History of The Manasquan River Golf Club 
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THE SEARCH FOR A NEW GOLF COURSE 

The story of the Manasquan River Golf Club begins in the summer of 1922 with 

a $1,000 deposit. 

For several years, a large majority of the members of the Point Pleasant Golf 

Club (PPGC) had been dissatisfied with the club. Up until the fall of 1921 these 

members were willing to have the club remain at its Point Pleasant Beach 

location as long as improvements were made to the conditions of the course and 

that additional land could be purchased from the River and Ocean Front Land 

Company to extend the 9-hole course to 18 holes. When the Land Company 

would only offer the PPGC a short-term lease on the additional land, a group of 

members started looking for alternative sites to locate a new golf course. 

During the fall of 1921, the search for a new location for the new golf course 

began in earnest. After inspecting several options, one location stood out…the 

Osborn farm on the north shore of the Manasquan River...almost directly across 

the river from the present site. Its 145 acres of rolling countryside and riverfront 

location made for a spectacular location for a new golf club with room for 18 

holes. During the winter various meetings were held with Brielle residents who 

adjoined the property who welcomed and encouraged this new endeavor. 

On June 26th, 1922, for a $1,000 deposit, the group obtained a 3-month option 

to purchase the Osborn tract for $60,000. The plan was to identify 200 

shareholders who would each donate $500 which would generate a total of 

$100,000. This was the amount estimated to be sufficient to purchase the tract 

from the Osborn family, lay out the course, and make alterations to the club 

house and outbuildings. 

 

The History of The Manasquan River Golf Club 
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THE SEARCH FOR A NEW GOLF COURSE (Cont’d) 

On September 8th, 1922, an organization then bearing the name “Manasquan 

River Golf and Country Club” filed its first registration certificate in the 

Monmouth County Clerk’s office in Freehold, New Jersey. 

On September 8, 1922 the Coast Star commented: 

A large group of citizens of wealth and enterprise, all either summertime or 

permanent residents of a big community of coats resorts on the Jersey shore just south 

of Asbury Park, last night added the lovely little Borough of Brielle, to world of sports 

and country club life. The Manasquan River Golf and Country Club – destined, for 

many physical reasons, to be the best course on the coast – became an actuality at an 

enthusiastic meeting of subscribing shareholders in the new-born club, the meeting 

being held in the splendid country home of Mr. Edwin Isham, River Road, Brielle, NJ.  

As the September 26th deadline to exercise the purchase option approached, the 

process to identify the requisite shareholders didn’t go smoothly. Three days 

before the expiration of the purchase option, the group was still $10,000 short of 

the $60,000 goal. A meeting was held at the Isham home on September 23rd, and 

after much discussion, no additional money was pledged. About 10:30pm, the 

group decided to adjourn and travel down to Bay Head to another member’s 

home. In the car on the way, Howard Folk persuaded Edwin Isham to pledge the 

remaining $10,000 in exchange for a small parcel of land adjacent to his estate 

which he had been attempting to purchase without success. By the time they 

arrived in Bay Head, the agreement with Isham was finalized and announced to 

the reassembled group. The purchase agreement was successfully finalized on 

September 26th, 1922. 

The new golf club was officially underway! 

The History of The Manasquan River Golf Club 
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The History of The Manasquan River Golf Club 

Early pictures of the Club featuring the old       

Osborn farmhouse  
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THE BEGINNING 

On September 8th, 1922, the “Manasquan River Golf and Country Club” filed its 

first registration certificate. The Club was founded through the enduring and 

diligent efforts of it’s original Secretary, Howard Folk and its Officers, John 

Cattus-President, Edwin Isham-Vice President, T. Tasso Fischer-Treasurer, and 

Peter Backes, George Devoll, Bancroft Gherardi, E.F. Emerich, Matthew 

Marcellus and William Von Planck-Trustees. 

This new corporation purchased the Charles Osborn farm, an area of 

approximately 145 acres of rolling hills and fertile pastures that sloped to about 

1,800 feet of waterfront on the north shore of the Manasquan River. A wide 

gentile ridge, crossing from what is the 3rd tee through the 11th fairway, is 

reported to be the highest point on the eastern coastline from Atlantic Highlands 

to Florida, and is a familiar landmark called “Old Squan Highlands” by the old sea 

captains, as it commanded a panoramic view of both the river and the ocean. To 

the original purchase of land, an additional six acres located near today’s 1st green 

and 2nd fairway was later donated by Mr. Isham. 

The first nine holes (now the back nine) were fashioned out of swampy lowlands 

along the river. On September 22nd, 1922, at a meeting held at the home of 

Edwin Isham, the trustees hired and instructed Mr. Robert White, the famous 

golf course architect, to proceed with the construction of the first nine holes of 

the new golf course so that it would be ready for play by May 30th, 1923. Mr. 

White completed the routing plan by November of 1922 with a course 

measuring 6,447 yards. With remarkable adherence to schedule, the new course 

opened to its members on Saturday, June 30th, 1923. The first nine holes were  

(cont’d on page 22) 

The History of The Manasquan River Golf Club 
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The History of The Manasquan River Golf Club 

Course Architect—Robert White 
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The History of The Manasquan River Golf Club 

Course Architect- Robert White’s Field Trip Report 
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The History of The Manasquan River Golf Club 

Aerial View of the Course in the 1920’s 
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THE BEGINNING (Cont’d) 

constructed at a cost of $26,000. In 1926, the second nine holes, constructed at a 

cost of approximately $45,000, were carved from Scotch heather and laurel-

laden ravines and elevated forests overlooking the river, were opened for play. To 

save money, all the trees on the land were removed and cut into four-foot lengths 

and sold for firewood.  

Mr. White’s design of the golf course resulted in two nines that are starkly 

different from each other…one nine rolling, undulating hillsides and the other 

nine relatively flat parklands with the Manasquan River as a picturesque 

backdrop…the combination produces a very unique, challenging and beautiful 

eighteen holes of golf. The course is widely viewed as one of the top courses in 

New Jersey. 

The first clubhouse was the Osborn farm homestead. This part of the building 

still stands and is the first section of the expanded facilities where the main 

entrance is now located. The first men’s locker room was housed in a barn that 

was moved from Edwin Isham’s property adjacent to the club property. 

Interestingly, the original plans called for tennis courts and a large marina 

complex on the river. The latter never developed, although over the years 

construction of club facilities on the river has been periodically discussed. The 

tennis courts, which were situated near the bagroom, were only temporarily 

maintained, and became what is now the practice range. When abandoned, the 

small tennis shack became the first pro-shop. 

The History of The Manasquan River Golf Club 
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The History of The Manasquan River Golf Club 

Early pictures of the interior of the club-

house…..the old Osborn farmhouse  
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THE 1930’ S: YEARS OF GROWTH & CHALLENGES 

 

The early days of this young club were not without its challenges. With the onset 

of the Great Depression, the club began to struggle financially and gradually 

started moving into financial jeopardy. On August 29th, 1933, then President 

Bancroft Gherardi wrote to all members to call a special meeting because the 

Club was in default on taxes and interest on the first mortgage. A plea went out 

to all members in the Fall of 1933 asking if any members could subscribe to the 

needed cash amount of $4,000 to pay the overdue indebtedness. Efforts to raise 

the needed capital were unsuccessful.  

The Club was rescued by the generosity of the third Club President, Lee H. 

Bristol, Chairman of Bristol-Myers Company. Mr. Bristol agreed to underwrite 

all Club debts without accrual of interest until the club could, in 1935, 

reorganize as the Manasquan River Golf Club. 

On March 4th of 1935, a Certificate of Incorporation was filed with the Secretary 

of State in Trenton. The corporation was formed “to conduct, maintain and 

operate a golf and country club and to acquire suitable grounds, buildings and 

equipment for the social intercourse of its members”. The first principal office 

was located at the corner of Union Lane and Ashley Avenue, which also served as 

the real estate office of Howard Folk, the Club’s Secretary and first registered 

agent. Interestingly, this small structure had been Brielle’s first free-standing post 

office and has been designated as a historical site by Brielle’s Union Landing 

Historical Society. 

 

The History of The Manasquan River Golf Club 
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THE 1930’ S: YEARS OF GROWTH & CHALLENGES (Cont’d) 

State records evidence that following recordation at 9:00am on March 13th in the 

Monmouth County Clerk’s office, Secretary of State Thomas A. Mathis on March 

14, 1935, filed and caused to be recorded a Certificate of Incorporation that 

brought into existence that which we now know as “the Club”. 

 

 

The History of The Manasquan River Golf Club 
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THE 1930’ S: YEARS OF GROWTH & CHALLENGES (Cont’d) 

By the 1930’s with growing membership, remodeling of the old farmhouse and 

additional construction was required. The earliest construction was a large multi-

purpose room with a cathedral ceiling, massive hand-hewn beams and a huge 

fireplace. It was used as a meeting place and dining room. Shortly thereafter, a 

barn belonging to Ed Isham was moved from his farm located in the area around 

Isham Circle and the second hole, to become the men’s locker room and also 

appropriately called the “Hay Barn”. To save money, the barn was converted into a 

suitable dressing facility through the painting and carpentry work of the 

members. 
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THE  TRANSITION TO A MODERN, WORLD CLASS CLUB 

As the country emerged from World War II, the Club again faced financial 

challenges, as the $66,000 mortgage was confronted with foreclosure. Heirs of 

deceased shareholders were anxious to settle their estates and some members 

discussed selling the Club for real estate development. Once again, the members 

of the Club rose to the occasion.  

In March 1946, a small group of members, headed by President John Howell 

including Lee H. Bristol and J. Dugold White, formed a syndicate to raise the 

necessary funds to refinance the mortgage. Through the energetic efforts of this 

syndicate, joined by Jack Folk, Louis Marron, Gerry Barnett, J. Elmer Pierce and 

others, ownership certificates were sold to new members to underwrite a new 

mortgage. By early 1947, these efforts had borne fruit. President Howell 

announced that membership had increased to 150 members and the overdue 

mortgage had been refinanced into a new, lower mortgage of $50,000. 

As the Club was establishing a sound financial foundation, wartime restrictions 

on food, liquor and travel were lifted. This in turn encouraged the pursuit of 

leisure activities and golf in particular. The club responded to this demand. In 

1954, President John Ott, assisted by VP Dick Post and House Chairman Mort 

Hansen, led an effort to increase membership to over 300 members. New Bylaws 

were adopted and a new class of membership was approved – “Associate 

Member” – and added to the traditional “Owner Member” to bolster the 

membership drive. Visiting guests and golfers, impressed by the spirit of the 

membership and the beauty of the Club, were eager to join. 

To support the Club’s growing membership, in 1953/54, a new bi-level Men’s 

locker room was built adjacent to the club house proper. The old “hay barn” was 

taken over by the growing membership of lady golfers. A new Mixed Grill Room 

with a handsome circular bar for drinks was built where members could get 

The History of The Manasquan River Golf Club 
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THE  TRANSITION TO A MODERN, WORLD CLASS CLUB 

together for drinks, lunch or a game of cards after a round of golf. Despite its 

name, the Grill was not “mixed” until 5:00pm when ladies could join in the 

activities. 

The 1960’s brought many more improvements to the Club’s facilities. In 1965, a 

new more spacious dining room replaced the old dining facilities. The old 

practice green was moved to its present location across the road to what had been 

the first tee. The front entranceway, with its porte-cochere, foyer and offices, was 

added in 1966. The ladies next moved out of “Mr. Isham’s barn” into their present 

locker and restrooms in the refurbished living quarters of the old farmhouse and 

clubhouse. This last move allowed Club Pro Jack Beckett and his assistant John 

Cafone to move the Pro-shop into their new home in the just vacated Hay Barn.  

In 1977, a separate brick faced building, with racks for 366 bags, was constructed 

which provided for a new more spacious Pro-shop. 1977 also saw the completion 

of a new, more roomy Men’s Locker Room. Further remodeling of the Club 

occurred in 1986, when under George Smith’s supervision, a new Men’s Grill 

and Bar with luncheon facilities was created.   

The 1990’s continued to bring improvements to the Club. A major renovation 

project was completed during 1994-1995. The renovation project focused on the 

Dining Room, a New Tavern Room, a Ladies Locker room, and new Pro Shop. In 

1995, the Club’s golf course was restored by the famous golf course designer 

Ron Prichard. Sadly, in 2002 the old Haybarn, which had stood on the old Isham 

property since the 1700’s, was demolished to make room for a new Pro Shop. In 

2012-13, construction of the Riverview Grill, Patio and Terrace was completed, 

and in 2015-16 the golf course was again updated and redesigned by golf 

architect, Andrew Green, with the restoration project completed in 2019. 

The History of The Manasquan River Golf Club 
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The History of The Manasquan River Golf Club 

1946 Membership List 
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The History of The Manasquan River Golf Club 

Above: Rose Crowley, M. 

Warner, Dot Van Buren & 

Halene Dwulet (L to R) 

Left: Jack Folk II, Gerry 

Barnett, Frankie Hayes & 

Dr. R.H. Graham (L to R) 
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RICH HISTORY….BRIGHT FUTURE 

As the Manasquan River Golf Club looks back on its Centennial, it is a proud 

history of Club spirit and stewardship. The Club has experienced its challenges 

over the years, but its dedicated and committed membership have risen to the 

occasion at each turn. The result has been a Club and a golf course that has gently 

evolved over the years and today stands as one of the pre-eminent private golf 

courses in New Jersey and the entire country.  

Over the years, the Club has hosted numerous New Jersey State and US National 

events. The New Jersey State Amateur Title was played here in 1969, 1980 and 

1993. The 42nd USGA National Junior Women’s Championship was played at the 

Club in 1990. The MRGC hosted the NJPGA State Open in 2012. Finally, the 

Club hosted the New Jersey PGA Professional Championship in 2022….its 

centennial year. 

The Club has had many notable members over the years whose marks endure to 

the present. The Club was established due to the diligent efforts of its early 

founders; Howard Folk, John Cattus, Edwin Isham. All played key roles during 

the Club’s formation. It also owes a tremendous debt of gratitude to the financial 

support and guidance of Lee H. Bristol during its early formative years. Every 

Club has a great champion and Manasquan River Golf Club is no exception. Bob 

Riddle was Club Champion 17 times including an amazing 13 consecutive 

years…. what a tremendous competitor! What’s a Club without a great Club 

Pro? “Mr. John”, John Cafone, served as Club Pro from 1946 to 1981…35 years 

of instructing a generation of Club golfers on the finer points of the game. 

Sometimes a golf club is fortunate to include in its membership a family that 

plays the game at its highest levels. For MRGC, this is the Wall family. On the  

 

The History of The Manasquan River Golf Club 
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RICH HISTORY….BRIGHT FUTURE (Cont’d) 

men’s side, George V, Jeremy, Ethan and Jack Wall have combined to win the 

Men’s Championship eleven times, while Carol and Sheila Wall have won the 

Women's Championship sixteen times. Combined, 27 Championships….quite 

impressive! 

A historic location beautifully situated on the banks of the Manasquan River and 

the rolling hills of Brielle, strong financial stewardship over the years and a 

dedicated and spirited membership all combine to create a unique golf 

community. As Chris Farley stated in his Chronicle of MRGC’s History, 

“Manasquan River Golf Club is, at its essence, a unique meeting place for people 

of many and diverse backgrounds and personalities, all with a common bond – a 

warm and friendly camaraderie nurtured by their love of a game from which the 

best of the human spirit is revitalized and sustained”. 

A bright future beckons. 

 

Jim Ham 

President, Union Landing Historical Society of Brielle 

Brielle Borough Historian 
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The History of The Manasquan River Golf Club 

Club Golf Pros Over the Years 

….and since 2015, Christopher Dymek has been the Golf Pro at the 

Club. 
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John Cafone was one of eleven children of 
Italian immigrants raised in Nutley, New 
Jersey. He got his start in golf caddying at the 
nearby Yountakah Golf Club as a youngster. 
John graduated from Nutley High School, 
where he was a letterman in football, 
basketball, and, naturally, golf. When World 
War II broke out, John courageously served 
our country throughout North Africa, the 
Middle East and Europe with memories of 
the invasion at Normandy Beach on D-Day. 
He returned from Europe with a Battlefield 
Commission, Soldier’s Medal, Bronze Star, 
and numerous ribbons. A lucky golf club accompanied Lieutenant Cafone 
throughout the war. Local newspapers and the ‘Stars and Stripes’ (Military 
Publication) reported on the heroics of the five Cafone brothers’ WW II military 
service. 
 
After being decommissioned following the war, John joined the Manasquan River 

Golf Club in 1946. He married Rose Epolito in 1947, just weeks after the 

Blizzard of 1947. The newly married couple established their home on the Jersey 

Shore. John and Rose soon welcomed the arrival of their two children, Cathy and 

John, co-authors of this article. 

During John’s 37 years at the Club, he saw a great many changes. In 1946, when 
John joined, the Club only had 50 members and it faced many challenges. 
However, during John’s years at the Club, he saw its membership steadily grow 
and become one of the pre-eminent golf clubs in the state. John was an extremely 
popular professional among his peers in New Jersey. He served as President of 
the State PGA Section for 1968-69-70 after five years as PGA Secretary and was 

The History of The Manasquan River Golf Club 

John Cafone - MRGC Pro: 1946 - 1981 
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voted Professional of the Year in New Jersey in 1967. John was awarded 
Monmouth University’s Honorary Coach in 1967. He was also the “resident” pro 
on a cruise ship to the Caribbean in 1965 and 1966…. ironically, the cruise ship 
was one he sailed on as a troopship during World War II. 
 
John was also known as a great innovator for the game of golf. He was 
instrumental in the formation of the Shore Winter Golf League (using brightly 
colored golf balls!), an early proponent of children’s golf classes, and golf lessons 
and golf clubs crafted for persons with disabilities. However, John’s most unique 
talent was the lost art of handcrafting golf clubs. During a typical year, John and 
his friend Jack “Pop” Beckett would turn out 50 sets of woods and around 200 
irons. Most of the work was done during the winter months when activity 
around the club slowed down. John was known throughout the state as one of 
New Jersey’s premier clubmakers. 
 
One of the highlights of John’s career at the Club was when a crowd of over 150 
people paid tribute to him on the occasion of his 30th anniversary at the club in 
1976. The festivities included a ‘best-ball of four’ tournament followed by a gala 
dinner that was entertained by Hank Leonard, the long-time emcee for the 
Heisman Trophy awards dinner. However, the highlight of the day was an aerial 
banner towed above the course during play that read, “Happy Anniversary, John 
Cafone”. What a fitting tribute to one of the most long serving and beloved 
members of the Manasquan River Golf Club. 
 
Finally, it was with a sudden, tragic shock “Mr. John” untimely passed away on 
August 14th, 1981. Local radio and newspapers reported John’s passing as “Much 
too soon to call it a day”. The Club and the town of Brielle had lost a treasure. 
 
By Catherine R. Cafone and John M. Cafone 

The History of The Manasquan River Golf Club 

John Cafone - MRGC Pro: 1946 - 1981 
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The History of The Manasquan River Golf Club 

John Cafone - MRGC Pro: 1946 - 1981 

John with Vi Gra-

ham, Marty Risley 

and Dot Donovan 

(L to R) 

John with Rose 

Crowley 

John (right) with Wil-

liam Crowley, Wayne 

Warms and Jack Feen-

ey (L to R) 
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 The History of The Manasquan River Golf Club 

MRGC Men’s Champions 

1938…… …..Thomas Harper 

1939…….…...Thomas Lynch 

1940………….Hallsey Smith 

1941………….Edward Gants 

1942…………Not Contested 

1943………….Joseph Dacey 

1944-45…..…..Walter Tellier 

1946-58..……..Robert Riddle 

1959…...J. Wolcott Brown, Jr 

1960-61……….Robert Riddle 

1962-64..J. Wolcott Brown, Sr 

1965…………..Robert Riddle 

1966….…….Robert Donovan 

1967……....Robert Strickland 

1968…..Everett Thompson, Jr 

1969…….…..Leon Dwulet, Jr 

1970…………..Robert Riddle 

1971…….…...Robert Hansen 

1972-73….…Leon Dwulet, Jr 

1974-75..G Gerard Barnett, III 

1976………….Robert Hansen 

1977-79..G Gerard Barnett, III 

1980-82……...Robert Hansen 

1983…………...Rock Gentile 

1984-87……...Robert Hansen 

1988………….Gerald Puorro 

1989………..Richard Faas, Jr 

1990……..Thomas Hassel, Jr 

1991…….Donald Gaffney, Jr 

1992…..James Thompson, Sr 

1993-94….Thomas Hassel, Jr 

1995………...George Wall, V 

1996…..G Gerard Barnett, III 

1997………….James Snyder 

1998-99….Thomas Hassel, Jr 

2000…..G Gerard Barnett, III 

2001……..Thomas Hassel, Jr 

2002-07..Christopher Housen 

2008……....Roderick Kerr, Jr 

2009……………..James Noe 

2010…...Christopher Housen 

2011……………Jeremy Wall 

2012-13..………..Ethan Wall 

2014…………....Jeremy Wall 

2015-17…………Ethan Wall 

2018………………Jack Wall 

2019…….Christopher Farren 

2020……………..Ethan Wall 

2021…………....Jeremy Wall 

2022.Richard Fitzsimmons, Jr 
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The History of The Manasquan River Golf Club 

Robert (Bob) J. Riddle  

Bob Riddle:  

MRGC Club Champion 

Record 17 Years 

 

What makes a champion? 

The article on the following page, 

written by long-time member Dr. 

Richard  Graham, hints at the answer. 

The late Robert (Bob) J. Riddle, a Manasquan attorney and councilman, was 

club champion more than any other, winning 17 times, including a remarka-

ble 13 times consecutively from 1946 through 1958, and as recently as 1970, 

spanning 25 years between his first and last title. 

Bob began his golf career as a 13 year-old caddying and playing golf at 

MRGC. He was a graduate and four sport star at Manasquan High School. 

He then attended Peddie for two PG years, playing golf and multiple other 

sports, and then graduated from Princeton University where he pitched on 

the varsity baseball team and was the #2 on the varsity golf team. 

Bob won the NJ State Pre-Seniors in 1965, however, his most prestigious ac-

complishment was winning the George Crump Memorial Invitational three 

times at Pine Valley Country Club – in 1947, 1951 and 1953 - against strong 

international fields on a extremely demanding course. Bob’s other memora-

ble accomplishment was scoring a hole-in-one with a #7 iron on the 130-

yard 10th hole at Pine Valley Country Club. 
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Robert (Bob) J. Riddle (Cont’d) 
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 The History of The Manasquan River Golf Club 

MRGC Women’s Champions 

 

1948-50..………Jean Carlson 

1951-53………..Marty Risley 

1954………….Not Contested 

1955-57……...Maxine Tucker 

1958-59………...Betty Tyluki 

1960-63……..…Dot Edwards 

1964…..………..Ginny Black 

1965..…………..Dot Edwards 

1966………Betty Laupheimer 

1967…………..Rose Crowley 

1968-74………Dot VanBuren 

1975………….Helene Dwulet 

1976-77….………Janet Davis 

1978……….Carol DeStephan 

1979……………..Carole Wall 

1980-81….………Janet Davis 

1982……………..Carole Wall 

1983……….Carol DeStephan 

1984….………….Janet Davis 

1985……………..Carole Wall 

1986……….Carol DeStephan 

 

1987…………Barbara Mason 

1988-90………....Carole Wall 

1991…………Barbara Mason 

1992……..………Carole Wall 

1993….………Missy Mueller 

1994-95…………Carole Wall 

1996……….…Sandra Mascia 

1997……………..Carole Wall 

1998-99……Carol DeStephan 

2000…...…….Lauren Mueller 

2001-03….………Sheila Wall 

2004…………...Nora Kolmer 

2005-06…………...Terri Kirk 

2007….………….Sheila Wall 

2008…………Kathy O’Grady 

2009……………..Sheila Wall 

2010….……Penny Garbarino 

2011…………Kathy O’Grady 

2012-17……….Christina Hall 

2018……………..Sheila Wall 

2019-22……….Christina Hall 
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The History of The Manasquan River Golf Club 

MRGC Present & Past Presidents 

1922-31…...John V.A. Cattus 

1932-35….Bancroft Gherardi 

1936-45……...Lee H. Bristol 

1946-48…….John D. Howell 

1949-50….Otis C. Strickland 

1951……...James B. McAfee 

1952………..John H. Folk, II 

1953……..Munroe C. Hawes 

1954…………….John H. Ott 

1955……….Richard Post, Sr. 

1956-58…Morten Hansen, Jr. 

1959-60…………Walter Fox 

1961-63.A. Eugene Wallwork 

1964-65……John M. Hansen 

1966-67...George L. Edwards 

1968-69…...Edward L. Kirby 

1970-71…...George C. Smith 

1972-74.G. Gerard Barnett, Jr 

1974-75……Harvie L. Sykes 

1975-77……...James J. Tully 

1977-79…..John S.Feeney, Jr 

 

1979-81……James Thompson 

1981-83……….Robert Sexton 

1983-85………Paul Larsen, Sr 

1985-87…….Harold Schuman 

1987-89…..William Dunbar, Jr 

1989-91…...Marcel Wagner, Jr 

1991-93……….James Clayton 

1993-95………..Robert Evans 

1995-97..G Gerard Barnett, III 

1997-99……….William Watts 

1999-01……...John Garbarino 

2001-03……...Richard Haines 

2003-05….Richard Graham, Jr 

2005-07…….Patrick Maroney 

2007-09……Robert Hoffbauer 

2009-11………...Daniel Vitale 

2011-13……..David Matthews 

2013-15……Theodore Bessler 

2015-17………...Gary Dahms 

2017-19………….Peter Gacos 

2019-21…...Edward McGlynn 

2021-Present…..Andrew Kelly 



 44 

 

 

The History of The Manasquan River Golf Club 



 45 

 

 

The History of The Manasquan River Golf Club 

A Celebrated Layout 
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The History of The Manasquan River Golf Club 

Course Layout after Redesign by Andrew Green in 2019  

Course Layout 

Coming 
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The History of The Manasquan River Golf Club 

The Course 
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 Union Landing Historical Society of Brielle 

 2023 Membership Dues    

 

Please Help Us Keep in Touch! 

 Name:_________________________________________________________________________  

 Address:_______________________________________________________________________ 

 Telephone # (Cell):________________________(Home):____________________________ 

 E-Mail:_________________________________________________________________________ 

Please Make Check Payable to the: 

UNION LANDING HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Membership Category 

Individual   $20   ___       Corporate      $150  _____        

Family        $40   ___          Life Member (One-time Payment)  $300 _____ 

Sponsor      $125 ___  Other   $ ______ 

********************************************************************************** 

I would like to:  (  ) Volunteer   

   (  ) Give a Presentation at a Meeting 

   (  ) Learn More about Being a Board Member 

   (  ) Be Contacted to Learn More about the Society  

********************************************************************************** 

Mail form to:  Union Landing Historical Society 

   Post Office Box 473  

   Brielle, New Jersey 08730 

********************************************************************************** 

Thank You!!! 


